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Serbian Press. The Italian Ambassador had told the Secre-
tary, Baron Schilling, of his impression that Austria was
about to take an irreparable step against Serbia, and that
it would be well to serve a warning at Vienna.3 To the
Austrian and German Ambassadors Sazonov therefore
reiterated his views, that it was unjust to make the whole
Serbian people responsible for the crime of a single indi-
vidual, as the Austrian newspapers were doing. "Russia/1
he said to the Austrian Ambassador, "would not be indif-
ferent to any effort to humiliate Serbia. Russia could not
permit Austria to use menacing language or military mea-
sures against Serbia. In short, (La politique de la Rmsie
est pacifique, mais pas passive!'"4 Szapary, who had unex-
pectedly returned from his vacation the day before, said
that Austria could not continue to tolerate the Serbian
terrorist activities, but that his Government were convinced
that Serbia would yield to any such demands as might result
from the investigation going on at Sarajevo. He gave the
impression in peace-loving phrases that Austria had not
the slightest intention of rendering more acute her relations
with Serbia. Sazonov was fully quieted, and told Schilling
that there was no need to resort to threats, as the Ambas-
sador had assured him emphatically of his Government's
love of peace. -"II a ete doux comme iin agneau"5
Sazonov had feared that some sudden stroke might be
attempted by  Austria,  which  would humiliate  Serbia
3 Schilling's Diary, p. 25; on the high value of this Diary, see above,
vol. I, ch. i, at notes 14 and 15,   Baron Schilling was Director of the
Chancellery of the Russian Foreign Office.   His position corresponded to
that of the Permanent Under-Secretary for Foreign Affairs in England.
He was reported to be "an extraordinarily clever, skilful, and influential
man", who really directed foreign policy more than Sazonov (cj. G. P.,
XXXIX, 526).
4 Szapary to Berchtold, July 18; A.R.B., I, 25; Pourtates to Bethmann,
July 21, K.D., 120.
5 Schilling's Diary, p. 27.   C/v however, Buchanan to Grey, July 18,
8*,50 P.M.   (B.D., 60) for evidences of Sazonov's great nervousness and
aturietv.